SPECIAL RES@SDRT- MATCHMAKING IN AMERICA

smart talk about love
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strike a match!

Despite the popularity of online dating, many singles are increasingly relying on
professional matchmakers to help them find love. Marnie Hanel hires three
expert cupids to get a new take on the world’s second-oldest profession.

LISA RONIS IS SITTING IN & COFFEE SHOP with her French hound. City molds novice meddlers into professional love brokers.
Stella. leaving a sparkling message: “I've found the man for vou. “Matchmaking is a hot profession right now.,” savs Lisa Clampitt,
His name is John. He's hilarious, sexy. and I've given him your the institute’s cofounder and executive director. “It's the next
number. Let's chat!” real estate! Our class size has tripled in the past three vears.”

For most people this would be a social call. but Ronis is hard at She artributes this growth to the rise of the Internet. “The online
work. She is a professional matchmaker, a member of 2 booming dating industry has mainstreamed the idea of having a third party
industry that exists nationwide. There are over 1,000 private facilitate vour love life,” Clampitt explains. “But there'salot of
matchmakers in the Unired States today, according to Marketdata  misinformation online. Married peopie pretend to be single. People
Enterprises. a research group in Florida. And there’sevena lie about their age, heighr, weight. That's where a matchmaker comes
school to train them: The Matchmaking Institute in New York in: thev prescreen vour date before vou even get there.”
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